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callsandemailsto NTA, there wasnorespon-
se, “KEA had released the dates for CET first.
It was NTA that announced the dates later
and thev clashed. It is not even accessible to
raise the issue,” said the complainant.
Karnataka Examinations Authority

estimate of the various
components of the
annual fee these
institutions charge.
These figures could vary
from class to class and

schools, distance and
type of school buses.
According to bus owners’
association, a school
charges Rs 28,000-Rs
30,000 if student lives less

have realised there is no one to regulate them. Now, parents have to
cough up money for every demand from the school, without any
justification. And most of these demands are against the rules/Acts.
Providing education to children has become a burden for most
parents. Courts are looking at technicalities rather than justice,

the government is sleeping and next-generation kids are

Around 7.30pm, someone cal-
led me sayving Jitendra had
drowned in the lake. I rushed
to the spot and found he and
friends Swaraj, Venu and So-
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become a profiteering industry. Unless we bring
in a fee regulatory legislation, there is no solution
Niranjanaradhya VP | epucamionist

and they need to be advised first
Shahi Kumar D | GENERAL SECRETARY, ASSOCLIATION OF
MANAGEMENTS OF PRIMARY & SECONDARY SCHOOLS OF KARNATAKA

Monday evening. The victim
is K Shakti Swaroop, sonof a

. and younger brother.
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Attendance
short? You can
still write Il PU
supplementary

Bengaluru: Students who co-
uldn’t write II PU exams in
March-April due to attendance
shortage will be allowed to ap-
pear for supplementary exams
scheduled for May/June.

They must register as pri-

vate candidates, said a circular
from Karnataka School Exami-
nation and Assessment Board.
As many as 12,385 students
were denied hall tickets as they
failed to maintain the mini-
mum 75% attendance. Of the-
se, 7,985 were from arts stream
and 4,400 from commerce.
*“There was no provision all
these years for those with at-
tendance shortage to write
supplementary exam. From
this year even they will be allo-
wed to write, but as private can-

didates. This will help them sa-

ve ayear,” said an official.

However, students have to
register before May 20 by pay-
ing Rs 1,960 (general merit) and
Rs1,560(SC/ST). Colleges have
to upload the information of
these students registered with
them on the PU exam portal by
Tpmon May 20. Tww

— Vidya Shankara Somayaiji

Teachers learn to get ready for academic yr

SruthySusan.Ullas
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Schools are set
to reopen soon. But before
students walk in for another
academic year, campuses
are busy training teachers
for the gruelling session
ahead. In several city scho-
ols, the annual teacher trai-
ning is under way.
Whitefield Global School
started the induction and
annual training on Monday
and the teachers were
welcomed with flowers and
chocolates. “Just before
schools close, we conduct a
survey among teachers on
what their requirements
are. Based on that and along
with our annual theme, we
conduct  age-appropriate
training for each segment. It
ranges from differentiated
learning and art of questio-
ning to a teacher being a

transformational

rashekhar, principal.

The topics are selected
based on the everyday needs
of teachers. One such topic

leader
and positivity The training
concludes with an assess-
ment,” said Sharada Chand-

Phota for representation

CLASSROOM BONDS: Topics for teacher trhining include how to
ensure kids' mental well-being and build a rapport with them

This is the peak season for
professional development of

e Bengaluru schools. School managements

= are requesting for a variety of training

— - modules — from classroom and time
—— " management and positive behaviour

management to active learning

Py : strategies, assessment modes and most

importantly, teacher-student well-being.
However, the problem is that after a

hurried spate of training, by and large
teachers are left to their own devices to
implement these contemporary
approaches. Most schools sadly don't
put systems and processes in place to
enable meaningful embedding of good
practices. So, while some teachers may
utilise the professional training, most

-

quickly return to their default setting

Maya Menon | FouNDER-DIRECTOR,
TEACHER FOUNDATION

selected at Deens Academy
is how to communicate with
parents. Shanthi Menon,
principal, explained how a
teacher, who has good arti-
culation skills to execute the
training and also has been

able to establish good com-
parents
over a few years, was selec-
ted to conduct the session.
“Wethen think through situ-
ations we came across cams-
pus and build them into case
studies. The challenge is to

munication with

communicate with parents
using the appropriate ver-
bal/non-verbal skills so that
it's easier to work with the
kids and them,” she said.

Expert speakers

Schools also get expert spea-
kers for each session. “We
have in-house as well as ex-
perts coming from outside.
For instance, we have senior
retired experts from the cor-
porate world who will train
teachers on transactional

analysis, which basically re-
volves around solving dispu-
tes between children and
their teachers,” said Anu-
radha Krishnan, principal
of Primus International.
The school also has sessions
on incorporating 21st centu-
ry skills into everyday clas-
ses, multiple intelligence
and inductive teaching.
Schools select a theme
for training. Delhi Public
School East will have its trai-
ning from May 22. “The trai-

Kin donate organs after foreign : Take bus to BBP,
tourist dies of haemorrhage

Pearl.DSouza@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: A foreign natio-
nal in her 40s, who was in the
city as a tourist along with
her family died of abrainha-
emorrhage on Monday, but
saved the lives of six others
through organ donation.
Theexact age and na-
tionality of the donor
was not revealed in kee-

ping with privacy issu- M

es. Sparsh Hospital, §
where the foreigner's or- |G
gans were harvested and
donated on Tuesday, revealed
the patient’s liver and left kid-
ney were successfully trans-
planted to other patients at
the hospital in RR Nagar, whi-
le the other kidney was sentto
INU Hospital. Her heart val-
ves were sent to Naravana
Hrudavalava, corneas to Na-
rayvana Nethralava and skin

to Victoria Skin Banlk.

Joseph Pasangha, Group :
COQ, Sparsh Hospital said: “It :
is remarkable to see how sel- :
fless gestures like these trans- -
cend boundaries of nationali- :
ty, caste and creed. We salute :
the family for their magnani- :
mity, especially at a time of :
great grief. This sho- :
uld only encourage :
all of us to do more :
N | and better in our en- :
; { deavours to support :

| organdonation.”

Transplant  Organization),

the government body that :
oversees cadaver organ dona- :
tion in Karnataka, took writ- :
ten consent from the woman's !
family The beneficiaries were :
selected according to a wai- -

ting list of organ recipients.

In keeping with
protocol, officials from SOT- :
TO (State Organ and Tissue :

get free entry to
butterfly park
on Mondays

Bengaluru: One can visit the
butterfly park at Bannerghatta
Biological Park for free on
Mondays till June 5. But vou ne-
ed to go there by a government
bus. Otherwise, the entry char-
geisbetween Rs30 and Rs 50, as
per the park’s website. Those
willing to avail free entry will
have to produce proof of travel
like tickets or passes.

This initiative is part of Li-
festylefor Environment campa-
ign initiated by ministry of en-
vironment and forests. It star-
ted on May 8, and 167 visitors av-
ailed it. An awareness session
was held on illegal wildlife tra-
de and threat to wildlife around
the theme ‘Adopt healthy lifes-
tyvle’. Officials said 700 visitors
pledged to adopt environment-
friendly habits.

’1“1}1{- thought of walking

Expert: Urban heat
island effect to blame

» Continued from page 1

even 500 metres feels

difficult due to the

weather,” he said, adding

even when temperatures tou-
: ched the35-degree mark some

yvears ago, they never felt the

heat as they donow.

Jagdish Krishnaswamy,
dean of environment and

. sustainability at Indian In-
. stitute of

Human Settle-
ment, said cities suffer from

urban heat island effect due

to massive concretisation.

. “This acts as a double blow
; along with effects of global
: warming,”
: pert said ‘wet-bulb temper-
: ature’ of 35 degrees C is al-
- most intolerable for humans,
: and high discomfort can be

he said. The ex-

felt at wet-bulb temperatures
above 32degrees C.

Why no rain now?

Datasets from the past decade
show when Bengaluru cross-
ed 34 degrees C, it would rain.
*In the past 5-6 years, even if
the temperature goes up to 35-
36 degrees C, we are not likely
to experience that kind of
rain. This is due to distribu-
tion of rainfall being regulat-
ed by atmospheric pressure
that depends on water tran-
spired by plant system. When
vegetation has declined, tran-
spiration is less and the va-
pour-pressure gradient is not
created to bring rain. That's
why we don't get rain,” said
Thimmegowda, head of agri-
cultural meteorology, Gandhi
Krishi Vigyan Kendra.

7x7ft museum oﬁers peek into India’s space journey

Chethan Shivakumar

Times Mews NETWORK

Bengaluru: One of Isro's re-
oistered merchandise sellers,
already offering over 70 pro-
ducts to the organisation, on
Wednesday unveiled its wall
museum titled India in Space,
designed tofit in cupboards of
schools to inspire students.
From Isro's initial strugg-
les and frugal engineering to
big-ticket missions like Mars
Orbiter Mission, Chandraya-
an and the upcoming human
spaceflight mission, the verti-
cal museum showeases the
space agency over the deca-
des. It gives viewers a glimpse
into India’s successful
space endeavours like Mang-
alvaan and Gaganyaan and
displays a miniature of the
first parts of a rocket being
transported on a bicycle.

CURIOUS MINDS: Visitors check out Isro merchandlse at
BIC. (Right) The museum can be installed in a few hours

‘Learning tool for students’
“Thisisauniqueexperiential
STEM learning tool that will
inspire and educate students
in schools and colleges to be
rocket scientists and innova-
tors... The wall museum will
showcase 25+ authentic mo-

dels of technological arte-
facts of Isro missions with a
digital user interface and ex-
perience with additional in-
formation about each arte-
fact,” as per to Indic Inspira-
tions, creator of the museum.

Sunil Jalihal, CEQ, Indic

Inspirations, said the muse-
um displays India’s space fe-
ats in a 7x7ft wooden cabinet
and can be installed in a few
hours. It will cost a fraction
of what it would take to cura-

te atraditional museum.
Sudheer Kumar, director,

Isro Capacity Bmldlng Pro-
oramme Office, said: “When 1
first dreamed of this about
three-four years ago, [ wasn't
sure how it may turn out. But
what we see here today is a re-
sult of a committed team ha-
ving worked towards an im-
portant goal. I am sure this wo-
uld inspire students across
schools. Given how important
outreach is, even for Isro, 1
think this is very inspiring.”

Jalihal said the museum
was already installed in multi-
ple places and Indic urged or-
canisations/institutions in In-
dia’'s science capital to make
use of it. “We've curated this
very carefully and have used
expert designers, engineers
and artisans. For instance, we-
ve got artisans from Channa-
patina to make Isro rocket mo-
dels for kids,” he said.

ning will be on mental well-
being of students, handling
adolescence, healthy eating
habits and voecational cour-
ses. There isasession ongro-
oming for teachers and on
rapport building with child-
ren...,” said Manila Carvel-
ho, prinecipal.

*Making kids feel at home’

“The topics revolve around
everything about understan-
ding children. From introdu-
cing new children to their fri-
ends and making them feel at
home to dealing with parents
and school reluctance, tea-
chers are briefed about them
all. Initially, the reluctance to
come to school was only seen
among the lower grades. Now,
after Covid, we see it among
higher grade students too.
Many parents work from ho-
me, so children too want to
stay back. Home provides mo-
re comfort, including access

: han told police Jitendra left
: home at 8.30am Tuesday, tel-
: ling his parents he was going
. to college. “When he failed to
: return home, I called him on
: his mobile and got no respon-
: se. Ivisited the college at 6pm
: and the gates were locked.

tax on time, Congress functionari-

daily-wage worker:

Swaroop had gone to his
orandmother’s house in Gat-
tahalli, which is close to the
feeder channel. Around 10
children, including Swaroop,
were playving there when he
slipped and fell, police said.

‘Extend 5% property tax rebate to May’

Bengaluru: Citing the model co-
de of conduct and inconvenience
caused to those paying property

perty taxes.

BEBMP generally provides a5%
rebate to those paying property
taxes for 2023-24 in April. Howe-
ver, due to assembly elections
this year, several BEMP revenue
wing officials were busy with poll-
related work in April and May, in-
conveniencing many taxpayers.

The functionaries sought ex-
tension of rebate to property tax-
payers for May aswell. Tun

25 have urged BBMP to extend the
5% tax rebate by another month.
Former Congress corporators
M Shivaraju and Abdul Wajid
met the BBMP chief commissioner
on Wednesday and said the
rebate should be extended by one
monthtofacilitate payment of pro-
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to social media,” said Gayetri
Devi, principal, Little Flower
High School.

“Teachers are trained
to be approachable, give a pa-
tient hearing, on body langu-
age and dressing sense...,”
she added.
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A new initiative from one of
Karnataka's most prestigious
educational institution,
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Contact Us:
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New Delhi: The Supreme
Courton Wednesday staveda
National Consumer Dis-
putes Redressal Commis-
sion (NCDRC) directing at a
five-star hotel in Delhi to pay
a compensation of Rs 2 crore
to a woman for a faulty hair-
cut and bad hair treatment.
A bench of Justices Ani-
ruddha Bose and Sudhanshu
Dhulia issued notice to mod-
el Aashna Roy on an appeal
filed by ITC challenging the
NCDRC award.

The top court, in its order,
said: “Admittedly, the re-
spondent has received Rs 25
lakh along with interest. In
such circumstances, there
shall be an interim order
staving the operation of the
judgment impugned.” The
bench noted that compensa-
tion gquantification cannot
be on mere asking, rather it
has to be on material evi-
dence. ITC had moved the
apex court against the
NCDRC order, which reaf-
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SC stays NCDRC order on 2cr

ITC had moved the SC agamst the HEDRE urder w‘nmh reaffirmed |ts

2021 order, directing it to pay Rs 2 crore as compensation

firmed its September 2021 or-
der, directing it to pay Rs 2
crore as compensation. In
April this year, the NCDRC
reaffirmed its earlier order
after relying on e-mails and
applications of proposed
modelling and acting con-
tracts presented by Roy.

In February this year, the
Supreme Court had set aside
the NCDRC order awarding
Rs 2 crore compensation to
the woman for a bad haircut
and hair treatment, saying

“amount of Rs 2 crore would
be extremely excessive and
disproportionate”,
“gquantification of compensa-
tion has to be based upon ma-
terial evidence and not on the
mereasking”.

and

Rov had visited the saloon

of the Hotel I'TC Maurva, New
Delhi in April 2018 for hair
styling so that she would have
a clean and groomed appear-
ance before the interview pan-
el where she was to appear.
She gave specific instructions

damages for ‘wrong’ haircut

‘Compensation Quantlflcatlon Cannot Be On Mere Asklng

SAMJEEV RASTOGI

to the hairdresser regarding
the haircut. Roy said as a re-
sult of the faulty haireut, she
could not continue to lead her
normal busy life as she no
longer looked pretty; she had
to face great humiliation and
embarrassment; her career in
the world of modelling was
completely shattered and she
went into a state of depres-
sion.

Later, the hotel offered
her hair treatment free of
cost. In May 2018, Roy went to
the salon for this purpose.
During the treatment, she
claimed her hair and scalp
were completely damaged
due to ammonia and conse-
quently, there was a lot of ir-
ritation. Shefiled acomplaint
before alleging deficiency in
service, seeking written apol-
ogv from the management as

also compensation of Rs 3
crore for harassment, humili-
ation, mental trauma, loss of
career,
loss of future prospects. 1ans

loss of income, and
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RENAMING OF RAJPATH TO KARTAVYA PATH
IS ‘PURE POLITICS’, SAYS SHASHI THAROOR

HC restrains

-~ TN govt from

heli-tourism
In Nilgiris

Chennai: The MadrasHC on
Wednesday restrained the TN
government from conducting
helicopter tourism in Nilgiris
during the ongoing summer
festival.

“Thefragile eco-system and
vulnerability of this bio-di-
verse region cannot be the vie-
tim of crass commercialism,
that too in such an unplanned
and careless fashion,” said a
bench of Justices Anita Su-
manth and M. Nirmal Kumar,
objecting to the steps taken by
the TNTDC and Nilgiris dis-
trict to grant permission to a
private firm to conduct heli-
tourism from the Theetukal he-
lipad situated at a distance of 3
km from Uthagamandalam.

The division bench said
that there was abject sidelining
of the forest department and
that the wildlife wardens of the
tiger reserves and national
parks in the Nilgiris biosphere
were not informed. It passed
the order after taking into ac-
count the apprehensions
raised by counsel R. Srinivas
considering the harm caused
by the helicopter tourism. 1axs

~ HC orders Twitter to give BSI of

SC judge recuses
from hearing Bihar
plea against HC

New Delhi: Supreme Court
judge Sanjay Karol on
Wednesday opted out from
hearing a plea filed by the Bi-
har government against the
Patnahigh court order, which
stayed the caste survey by the
state government.

The matter was listed be-
fore a bench of Justices B.R.
Gavai and Sanjay Karol, who
was the Chief Justice of the
Patnahigh court before being
elevated as apex court judge
on February 6. Justice Karol
said that he was party tosome
of the connected litigations,
which were earlier heard in
the high court.

The bench directed the
matter be placed before Chief
Justiceof IndiaD.Y Chandra-
chud for constitution of an
appropriate bench.

The government filed an
appeal challenging the May 4
order of the HC. The state
contended that the stay will
adversely affect the entire ex-
ercise and collection of caste-
based data is a constitutional
mandate under Articles 15
and 16. The state government
contended that it has already

The bench directed
the matter be placed
before Chief Justice
of India D.Y.
Chandrachud for
constitution of an
appropriate bench

completed more than 80 per
cent of the survey work in
somedistricts and lessthan 10
per cent of the work is pend-
ing. It further argued that the
stay on the collection of data
would causeahugelossand if
finally, the action of the state
is upheld, the state would be
required to put logistics in
place with additional expen-
diture and burden on the pub-
lic exchequer.

The HC while hearing a
batch of petitions, had direct-
ed the state government to im-
mediately stop the caste-
based survey. It also asked the
state to ensure the data col-
lected is secured and not
shared with anvbody until fi-
nal orders in the matter and
fixed July 3 as the next date
for the hearing. 1ans

handles leaking clips of ‘Jawan’

New Delhi:The Delhi high
court on Wednesday direct-
ed social media platform
Twitter to provide Basic
Subscriber Information
{BSI) and other relevant de-
tails of five accounts respon-
sible for leaking clips related
to the upcoming Shah Rukh
Khan-starrer “Jawan”.

After the clips got leaked,
the high court, on April 25,
had directed social media
platforms, ‘shady’ websites,
cable TV outlets, direct-to-
home services, and various
other platforms to remove
the leaked clips and stop
their circulation as well.

Red Chillies Entertain-
ment Private Ltd, a produe-
tion house owned by Khan
and his wife Gauri, had filed
alawsuit inthe high court on
this count.The entertain-
ment company’s counsel
submitted before the bench

of Justice C. Hari Shankar

that the a fresh application
was filed in view of certain
additional leaks committed
by the Twitter accounts in
question.

It is the company’s case
that the nature of the leaks
sugeest that those running
the Twitter handles had “ac-

cessed systems” of the plain-
tiff company. Therefore, the
application seeks adirection
on Twittertodisclosethe BSI
and other details including
I[P addresses, usernames,
phone numbers in respect of
the five Twitter handles.
Disposing of the applica-
tion, Justice Shankar or-
dered: “Thus court directs
the defendant no. 2 (Twitter)
to provide information of
five accounts by way of an af-
fidavitasanadditional docu-
ment with advanced copy to
the counsel of the plaintiff
so that the plaintiff can take
appropriate action.” He had
earlier directed social media
gites like YouTube, Google,
Twitter, and Reddit to take
action to halt the circulation
of the movie's copyrighted
content and ordered a num-
ber of internet service pro-
viders to prohibit access to
websites that were showing
or making the movie's foot-
age available for viewing or
downloading. Two movie-re-
lated video snippets, accord-
ing to the petitioner, were
leaked on social media, one
showing Shah Rukh Khan in
afight sequence, and the sec-
ond showing a dance se-

Pontiff accuses businessman of cheating

Madurai: The 293rd pontiff
of Madurai Adheenam has
accused a Pondicherrv-based
businessman of cheating his
predecessor of land that be-
longs to the historic Shaivite
mutt.

“0ld Adheenam of Madu-
rai gave 1200 acres of land to
Shanmughan of Pondicher-
ry forafew vears but hecheat-
ed. I have already requested
the PM to restore it and I am
going to meet him again soon
and demand that the land be
restored as soon as possible,”
Harihara Desika Parama-

........................................

Sabarimala
trespassing:
Police launches
Investigation

Pathanamthitta: The Ker-
ala police on Wednesday

launched an investigation :

into the incident of a man al-
legedly trespassing into Pon-

nambalameduhere, ahilltop :
area ritually connected with
the famed Sabarimala Lord :
Ayyappa Temple. Police said *
they launched the investiga- :
tion after registering a case :
on the basis of a complaint :

received from the commis-
sioner of
Devaswom Board (TDB),

which manages the hilltop
official :

shrine. The TDB
lodged the complaint with
Moozhiyar police in the dis-
trict on Tuesday night.

Meanwhile, the state forest
department and the police :

probing the case have arrest-
ed the forest officials who al-
legedly allowed the entry of

people into the protected for-
est area and allowed them to :

perform pujas. er

the Travancore :

The Madurai
Adeenam’s pontiff
Harihara Desika
Paramacharya
alleged that the
businessman had
“cheated” the
Madurai Adeenam
administration by
acting as lessor and
lessee of his own

company

charva told the sources.

“If the land is reclaimed
then land will be given to
build an agricultural college
and schools,” the pontiff add-
ed. The pontiff said that he
had been fighting legally to
get back the 1,200 acres of
property of the Mutt since
2019.

The Madurai Adeenam'’s
pontiff alleged that the busi-
nessman had “cheated” the
Madurai Adeenam adminis-
tration by acting aslessorand
lessee of his own company by
illegally and fraudulently us-
ing the general power of at-

torney of the contract given
on behalf of the 292nd Adhee-
naam pontiff. The pontiff
said the businessman regis-
tered a memorandum of un-
derstanding in the south dis-
trict registrar's Office, leas-
ing the land to his company
for 99 vears, which isillegal.

He said when the mutt
learntthatabout 1200 acres of
land has been “illegally
leased”, a notice of cancella-
tion of the lease contract was
been sent to the concerned
person on behalf of the Mutt
in 2019, am

6 women

Telanganamgrlpof
heat wave conditions

Hyderabad: Severe heat
wave conditions prevailed in
parts of Telangana with the
maximum temperature
crossing 46 degrees celsius on
Wednesday.

Julurpad in Bhadradri
Kothagudem district was the
hottest place in the state with
maximum temperature of
46.4 degrees celsius, accord-
ing to the Telangana State De-
velopment Planning Society.

Khanapur PS. in Kham-
mam, Bayyaram in Mahabub-
nagar, and Garimellapadu in
Bhadradri Kothagudem re-
corded maximum temper-
ature at 45.4 degrees celsius.

Mamillagudem (Suryapet)
and Nidamanur (Nalgonda)
saw mercury rising to 45.2 de-
grees celsius. Some places in
Jayashankar Bhupalapally
and Khammam districts re-
corded above 44 degrees celsi-
us. The met office has forecast
that dry conditions will pre-
vailin Telangana over the next

three days. Dr K. Naga Ratna,
head, Meteorological Centre,
Hyderabad said maximum

perature will be above 41 de-
orees, Hyderabad and adjoin-
ing districts are likely to re-
cord a maximum temper-
ature of 38-40 degrees celsius.
Meanwhile, health officials
said the number of hospitali-
sations due to sun stroke has

conditions.

Hyderabad as Telangana. Di-
rector of public health Dr G.

ple to stay hydrated, stay in

sure to sunlight. 1ans

killed in road
accidentin AP

: Pondugula:Six women la-
: bourers from Telangana
: were killed and six others
temperature will be 40 de- :
grees and above at many plac-
es. Inthenorth and north east :
Telangana, the highest tem- :
: langana CM K Chandra-
: sekhar Rao condoled the
: deathof the women and an-
¢ nounced an ex-gratia of Rs
. five lakh each to the kin of

injured in a road accident
at a village in Palnadu dis-
trict of Andhra Pradesh on
Wednesday, police said. Te-

the deceased. The accident

¢ occurred in the early hours
: of Wednesday when an au-
increased in different parts :
of the state due to heat wave :

torickshaw in which the
women were travelling was

. hit by a speeding truck at

The health department has
issued an advisory for citizens
in view of the heat wave alert :
issued for the state by India :
Meteorological Department :

Pondugula village in Pal-
nadu district resulting in
the death of six women, po-
lice said. The women were
proceeding to Pulipadu vil-

: lage in Palnadu district to
. harvest chillies.
Srinivasa Rao has advised peo- :

“A truck
laden with lemons from

¢ Guduru, which was head-
doors, and avoid direct expo- :

ingto Lucknow, hit theauto

: andspedaway,” police said.

quence.

“It is the plaintiff’s (Red
Chillies) case that these
leaked video clips are noth-
ing but clear violation of
copyright/intellectual prop-
erty rights of the plaintiff
which are are causing dam-
age and loss to the plaintiff.
The leaked video clips to-
gether give away the look of
the actors in the said film, as
well as the music, both of
which are typically dis-
closed at strategic points in
time as part of the carefully-
curated marketing strategy
of afilm,” the high courtwas
told. ans

jured when the SUV in which they were trav-

We came across this couple
< sipping and quenching thirst
=& onasummer morning in Tadoba
& Andhari Tiger Reserve. Thanks to
the alertness of our guide, we got
N to see them and an eye-to-eye
contact was simply mesmerising.
AVISHEK JENA

| f_RuyaI soak

n a serene pond, a tiger takes a

refreshing bath, enjoying the cool
water on his coat. His gaze is fixed
on three peacocks and he seems to
be enjoying their company rather
than hunting them. The tiger's ex-
pression is calm, and he revels in his
royal soak, enjoying every moment
of it. MANGAL HUMAE SHARHA
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. .hﬂ" : .ﬁ E? ‘i "

| Battle of the tlgers

wo tigers in a fierce fight. One stands on his

hind legs, striking out with powerful paws. The
other is hidden from view, but the sound of the
blows landing is loud and fierce. It's a battle of
strength and will, with each tiger determined to
come out on top. ANEESH SHARMA

. chance to get featured in TOI, and El 2l
- In the creation of our Tiger Anthem.

@‘ Submit your entry at: [=]¢=

|
r

Hﬁ“‘gﬁ

2 _. '\-'ﬁ |

- worth 21,000 each, along with a

ZSAVING OURSYE!

I:Iﬂrawad by a tiger encounter in the fure,st? :
Pen your tale, title it and submit your entry. The -
top 100 entries will receive Amazon vouchers

www.savingourstripes.com

Soe Tl W '
Royal prize \
he magical Sunderbans
delta is home to the
Royal Bengal tiger. Out '
to quench his thirst, the q
Royal Bengal tiger is finally
spotted, post innumerable
trips just to catch a glimpse &
of the king. The unbearable &
heat made the dream come |
true! At last... bagh mama =
obliges his seekers. :
SOMRAJ DUTTA

Six killed in SUV-tractor collision in Maharashtra

Mumbai: Six persons were Killed and twoin- near Miraj on Ratnagiri-Pandharpur road
around 11am, adistrict police official said. A12-
yvear-old boy and a woman were among those
killed, while 2 more passengers of SUV were
undergoing treatment at the Miraj hospital. pm

elling collided with a tractor on Wednesday
morning in Western Maharashtra's Sangli
district, police said. The aceident took place

Listen now on etplay.com. Also available on:
(=] Amazon Music [
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& Consumers are looking at value
over price points. A player that
enters the food market and sells
the cheapest product is likely
to meet with a bit of grief. 5

Suresh Narayanan speaks lo us about the recent boost in Nestlé's
sales, how rural markets are mirroring the aspirations of urban
ones, and much more. Exclusively on The Morning Brief.

SURESH NARAYANAN

Chairman & Managing Director,
Nestlé India
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BJP to pursue strong Hindutva agenda ahead of LS polls

Sandeep.Moudgal
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Karnataka BJF,
which has been under the
scanner for the last few days
after its dismal showing in
the May 10 elections, is expec-
ted to overhaul its state lea-
dership and pursue a strong
Hindutva agenda to revive
the party’s electoral pro-
spects for next yvear's Lok
Sabha polls. Political obser-
vers feel the party failed to
make an impact in the recent
assembly polls as it went soft
on the Hindutva ideology.
While the party will be lo-
oKing to accord equal impor-
tance to all major communi-

ties in the state, as part of its
rebuilding exercise, it is qui-
te likely that it will be using
the Hindutva agenda to sho-
re up its prospects at the hus-
tings.

Speaking to TOI, senior
RSS and BJP functionaries
said: “Until such time that a
mass leader emerges from
our ranks, which may take
another five to ten years, the
party is likely to persist with
its core ideology of Hindut-
va. This despite Karnataka
being adifficult stateforusto
have a single agenda.”

Given such a possible po-
licy reboot, BJP islooking to-
wards right-wing leaders
such as its national general

Villagers refuse to pay power bills

Koppal: Although it is not yet clear who will be the CM, people
inrural areas of Koppal are refusing to pay electricity hills. If
the bill collector comes, they are saying, “Ask the
Congressmen.” Avideo of awoman from Jamapuravillage in
Karatagitaluk saying, “I will not pay the electricity bill because
Congress has got majority,” has gone viral. Most villagers are
refusing to pay the bill. “Don't charge electricity bills for
residential houses inthe village. Charge only for commercial
meters,” some people warned the bill collector. Insome
places, the bill collector has been kicked out of the village.

secretary CT Ravi, Union mi-
nister of state for agricultu-
re Shobha Karandlaje and
former energy minister V
Sunil Kumar. Speculations
are rife that Sunil Kumar,
whoisan Edigarepresenting

the OBCsandalsoclose tothe
Sangh Parivar, may be the
preferred choice.

Sunil, however, dismis-
sed speculations and said he
was not in the race for the
party president’s post, reite-

rating that caste-based poli-
tics is not the true ideology
of the BJE

“We are already facing a
serious dearth of leaders in
the state unit. We need to
change our caste-based stan-
ce and remain true to our
Hindu and Hindutva ideolo-
gies," hesaid.

While the BJP has been
branded as a party of Lingay-
ats and Brahmins, JD(S) has
projected itself as a Vokkali-
ga outfit. In contrast, Cong-
ress has emerged the biggest
beneficiary of caste politics
by keeping all communities
close to its fold. Givensuch a
political reality, BJP has co-
me torealise that its brand of

caste-based politics in Kar-
nataka canonly take it tanta-
lisingly close to the majority
mark, but never quite across
it, even though it may not
completely shed its caste
matrix that is woven into
Karnataka’s socio-political
fabric.

“The caste matrix will
continue to be at the core of
electoral success, we cannot
disregard it. For example, if
Basavaraj Bommai is elected
as opposition leader, then au-
tomatically we will have a le-
ader from the Vokkaliga
community to take the mant-
le [of state president],” said
BJP state general secretary
N Ravi Kumar:

False alert: B'luru COpS ru:
to prepare for swearing-I

They Had Also
Made Security
Arrangements

Rajiv.Kalked@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru / Mysuru: Poli-
ce faced embarrassing mo-
ments on Wednesday after
they rushed to make prepa-
rations for the chief mini-
ster’s swearing-in ceremony
only torealise they had acted
on a false prompt. “The poli-
tical oscillation between CM
aspirants Siddaramaiah and
DK Shivakumar has been ta-
king a heavy toll onus. When
afew television channels an-
nounced that the Congress
high command in Delhi has
given the green signal to Sid-
daramaiah, we decided to
swing into action and make

T
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OUR LEADER: Siddaramaiah’s

fans pour milk on his cutout in
Siddarmanahundi on Wednesday

the swearing-in ceremony
smooth instead of allowing
it to become a last-minute lo-
gistical nightmare,” said a
senior police officer.

The officials rushed tothe
stadium, where Siddaramai-

ah had taken oath in 2013, to
make security arrange-
ments. Expecting a turnout
of over one lakh people. Cops
also came up with crowd-
control plans in caseof anun-
foreseen exigency as several
neighbouring state CMs are
expected to attend the event
(whenever it takes place).

In the meantime, a sec-
tion of Congress workers
landed at the stadium with
party flags and banners. “We
were told to soak the stadium
with Congress flags and Sid-
daramaiah’s posters. We
started working on the same
when the policemen told us
to stop and dismantle everyt-
hing,” said a party worker.

Premature celebrationsin
Siddaramaiah’s village
Celebrations continued,
however, for several hours
infront of Siddaramaiah’s

house in Mysuru district’s
Varuna constituency. So-
me of his supporters pou-
red milk on his cutout and
did ‘abhisheka’ in Siddara-
maiah's village Siddara-
manahundi.

One of his supporters,

upset on learning about the
false alarm, said, “We hope
the high command will se-
lect Siddaramaiah for the co-
veted post. This is his last
election and he has also tou-
red the state at the age of 75.”

Meanwhile, police upped

security around Siddarama-
iah and Shivakumar’s resi-
dences. In Ramanagara dis-
trict’s Kanakapura where
Shivakumar
thumping majority, senior
police officers decided to
continue
KSRP platoons.

won with a

deployment of

With inputs from Shrinivasa M

20 with ‘Patil’ surname elected

Sangamesh.Menasinakai@timesgroup.com

Hubballi: Post-assembly polls, the ‘Pa-
til’ surname is suddenly innews and for
all the right reasons, as 20 of them have

been elected as MLAS.

Patil is a widely used surname in

Karnataka, Maharashtra,

even in Andhra Pradesh (AP). In Maha-
rashtra, Goa and AP Patils have been
village leaders. In North Karnataka,
they are fondly referred to as ‘Goudru’.
Thistime around, in the assembly polls,
87 candidates with the Patil surname
were in the fray and 20 of them won whi-
le 12 are from the Congress, seven from

BJP and one from JD(S).

Amaresh Nugadoni, a storywri-
ter and retired professor of Kannada
University, Hampi, noted that ‘Patil’
was a post assigned by the British,
Peshwas and Nizams to local leaders
to look after the villages. “Normally,
Patils are Lingavats,” Nugadoni sa-
id. “However, there are exceptions as
we find the Patil surname among

PATILS IN 16TH ASSEMBLY OF KARNATAKA
Channareddy Patil | Cong | Yadgir
Abhay Patil |BJP _ |BelagaviSouth | [ Sharanprakash Patil | Cong | Sedam
Babasaheb Patil | Cong | Kittur Allamprabhu Patil | Cong | Guibarga South
JTPatil|Cong |Bilgi Siddu Patil |BJP | Humnabad
Goa and BB okl J0i5) | [ Beunra Hpgarg] Shivara] Patil | BP | Raichur
5"'""‘3‘“:3'13 Cong g:;::aag? Doddanagouda Patil | BIP | Kushtag
MB Patil [Cong | Babaleshwar HK Patil | Cong | Gadag
Basanagouda Patil [BJP [ Vijayapura City GS Patil | Cong | Ron
Yashavantaraygoud | Cong |Indi CCPatil |BIP | Nargund
Patil MR Patil |BJP | Kundgol
MY Patil | Cong | Afzalpur VS Patil | Cong | Yellapur

Brahmins, Kurubas and the Maratha
communities as well,” he added.
“The Patil surname was conferred
upon upper castes and financially, they
were quite well-off. The British, Pesh-
was and Nizams used to give ‘inams’
and ‘jahagirs’ to village leaders. Hence,
the ‘Inamdar’ and ‘Jahagirdar’ surna-
mes were seen as parallel to Patils, who
would manage the panchayats astheru-

lers’ representatives,” he noted.

GS Patil, a four-time Congress MLA
from Ron who claimed that his family
had a 200-year history, said, “Our fore-
fathers were called ‘Policepatil’ and
they used to take care of the village.
When the ‘Policepatil’ post was quas-
hed after independence, we removed
the word ‘police’ and only retained ‘Pa-
til"as our surname,” he explained.

sh Ramesh wins on
. home turf, but his

acolytes don’t

Ravindra.Uppar
@timesgroup.com

Belagavi: Gokak MLA Ra-
mesh Jarkiholi has failed
to make any impact outside
his home
constituency
in the assem-
bly elections.
All the BJP

candidates

who had his

backing were
defeated miserably in their
respective constituencies.

This definitely raises agques-
tion on his leadership abili-
ties and portends the end of
his political career, too.

Jarkiholi has been cons-
tantly in the news for the
past four years, since the fac-
tion of legislatorsled by him
camped in Mumbai to topple
the JIXS)-Congress coali-
tion government. His war of
words with MLA Laxmi
Hebbalkar on the personal
level and ‘sex for job’ scandal
also kept him in the lime-
light. However, his failure in
ensuring the victory of his
followers in the elections
and BJP losing power in the
state has made him silent.

He had taken the chal-
lenge of getting the BJP can-
didates elected in Athani,
Kagawad and Belagavi Ru-
ral, where his close aides we-
re contesting. In fact, he had
put pressure on the BJP top
leadership to get them tick-
ets to contest the polls. More-
over, he made BJP's win in
all the three segments a pre-
stigious issue. “If we lose
any of these three seats, it
would be a big insult for us”,
he had stated during elec-
tion campaigning, but BJP
won none of them.

The seven-time MLA did
everything in his capacity to
tarnish the image of MLA
Laxmi Hebbalkar in Belaga-

She helps preserve Varmala,

Online gender transition

courses launched

Times News NETWORK

Mangaluru: On Internatio-
nal Day against Homopho-
bia, Biphobia, Intersexism,
and Transphobia (IDAHO-
BIT), TransgenderIndia, an
organisation dedicated to
empowering the transgen-
der community, has released
a first-of-its-kind online gen-
der transition course plat-
form. The platform has been
designed to provide medical,
legal and social transition
resources for transgender
individuals. This initiative
marks a significant step to-
wards fostering inclusivity
and combating discrimina-
tion faced by the LGBTQIA+
community, particularly
transgender individuals.

AN NGO INITIATIVE

Transgenderindia’s onli-
ne platform features a vast
collection of videos and co-
urses, both in English and
Hindi are meticulously de-
signed to provide step-by-
step guidance about medi-
cal, legal and social trans-
ition, said its founder Neysa-
ra. “These resources not on-
ly assist Individuals in
seeking appropriate trans-
ition support, but also offer
valuable insights into the
process, helping them navi-
gate it with confidence and
without fear. Despite the Di-
agnostic and Statistical Ma-
nual of Mental Disorders
(DSM) classifving gender
dysphoria as a non-patholo-
zical condition, many doe-
tors still perceive it as a dise-
ase. However, a small num-
ber of trans-friendly doctors
in the country offer support
to transgender individuals
secking to undergo a gender
transition,” she said.

On the legal front, go-

vernment 1D cards are requi-
red for variouseveryday acti-
vities. However, lakhs of
transgender individuals, fa-
ce challenges in proving the-
ir Indian citizenship, let alo-
ne obtaining or transferring
government ID cards and
educational degrees. While
the government has establis-
hed a process for changing
gender on legal documents,
many transgender people
are unaware of it.

Forthecourses, Transgen-
derindia has partnered with
qualified professionals, inclu-
ding doctors, lawyers, and
non-governmental organisa-
tions, who possess extensive
experienceandaproven track
record of delivering exceptio-
nal care to the transgender
community These experts
specialise in areas such as
psychiatry, hormone replace-
ment therapy, surgery, legal
matters, and employment op-
portunities, ensuring com-
prehensive supportacross va-
rious aspects of transgender
individuals’ lives. “The cour-
ses delve into topics such as
hormonereplacement thera-
pY. surgery, coming out, legal
gender changes, equal emp-
loyment opportunities and
so on. This is probably first
of its kind course in the
world,” she said.

“We have dedicated over
two vears of relentless ef-
fort, from course design to
rigorous testing, to bring
this initiative to life. The jo-
urney involved extensive
collaboration with doctors,
lawyers, and various pro-
fessionals, as well as meti-
culous recording and pre-
sentation of our hard
work,” stated Paras K Dog-
ra, project manager Trans-
genderIndia.com. The onli-
ne resources are accessible
to everyone.

: fridge
. which is a big no. Also, in case
: couples want to preserve the
- garlands, they can speak to us
. before finalising the same. We

Deepthi.Sanjiviatimesgroup.com

Udupi: There are certain

items that women are truly

: possessive about, and if gi-
: ven a chance, would never

want to part with them. An

important ritual in Hindu
: weddings is exchanging of

garlands, known as ‘varma-

: 1a’, by bride and groom. The-
: segarlands are made of fresh
. flowers and these days, cou-
. ples make sure they have the
. best and unique one to comp-
: lement the wedding wear. Ho-
: wever, many would want to
: preserve ‘varmala’ for the
. rest of their lives, but do not
- know how to goabout it.

Cashing on this senti-

: ment, Padmakshi Amarnath
: Bhandary, an entrepreneur
: from Kundapu,
: Artt Yogi and the response
: hasbeengoodsofar

launched

Padmakshi told TOI: “Peo-

ple who know about preserva-

tionof ‘varmalas’from thisre-

: giontendtosendittoentrepre-
- neurs in north India. There

are a few entrepreneurs in the

state. Sadly, many do not know
. how to preserve them and end

up dumping the garland in the
after the wedding,

Amarnath Bhandary

suggest them flowers having
better shelf life. We are also
planning to start a pickup ser-
vice for garlands so that they
can be preserved in a better
way. On several occasions, by
the time garlands reach us,
there is hardly anvthing left to
preserve.”

A Mangalurean, Pad-
makshi quit her corporate
jobin Mumbaiand shifted to
Kundapur after her hus-
band, a bank employee, was
transferred here. A mother
of twins, abovanda girl, her
love for art started when she
was pregnant, but went to
the next level during the Co-
vid-induced lockdown. “We
customise and preserve
‘varmalas’ in photo frames,
wall frames with LED ligh-
ting, nameplates and the

“umbilical cord through resin art

TGOl

like. The price is inrange of
Rs 3,000 to Rs 10,000 or mo-
re,” Padmakshisaid.

She has worked on seve-
ral other items that have an
emotional connection, in-
cluding baby’s umbilical
cord, a keepsake that is gai-
ning popularity. The same is
also preserved through re-
sin art, a form that uses re-
sin (epoxy or casting)as one
of its main supplies. Pad-
maskhi is also working on
jewellery from breast milk
that is often preserved as
pendants and key chains. At
present, she is engaged in
designing a silver bracelet
with a gold pendant with
breast milk in the shape of a
baby’s feet. “There is a gro-
wing demand for jewellery
from breast milk,” Pad-
makshiclaimed.

Rupali Nayak from Mum-
bail said she had contacted
Padmalkshi a few days before
her wedding in February, and
the latter had explained inde-
tail how the garland should
be packed and couriered so
she could make the maxi-
mumuseof flowers and other
accessories. “Unfortunately;
I misplaced my wedding gar-
land. Butluckily, saved my re-
ception garland and bridal
‘jada’. I cant stop admiring
the frame,” she added.

Pushcart vendor who tried to stop fight stabbed to death

. Kalaburagi: A man who tri-
: edtobreakafight wasstabbed
. to death in Yadgir late on
: Monday night. The deceased
. is Shrinivas, who used to sell
. fooditemsonapushcart.

On Monday night, he had
: gone to a hotel to have dinner.
: Thehotelisnext toawine shop.
: Customers of both the estab-
- lishments had parked their ve-

hicles on the street. The wine
shop owner could not take his
car out as it was blocked by ve-
hicles. He went to the hotel and
requested its owner to ask the
customers to move the bikes
parked behind his car: A verbal
clash ensued. After hearing
the arguments, a labourer na-
med Mohammad Anaas wal-
kedoutof the hotel with a knife

and started to attack the bar
owner. Shrinivas intervened
inabidtostopthefight but the
accused stabbed him in afit of
rage. The victim died due to
excessive bleeding. Yadagir
Police have filed the compla-
int against five persons inclu-
ding the hotel owner Abdul
Sattar and prime accused Mo-
hammad Anaas. Tvw

The former minister
had taken the task
of ensuring the
victories of BJP
candidates in
Athani, Belagavi
Rural and Kagawad,
but none of them
could win

vi Rural constituency He
even attacked her personna-
Iy while speaking to the me-
dia and addressing public
gatherings.

He held many public me-
etings in Hebbalkar's consti-
tuency to gather public sup-
portinfavour of his follower
and BJP candidate Nagesh
Mannolkar. Amid this, a
controvery broke out when
Jarkiholi stated that he will
zive Rs6,000 to each voter be-
fore the elections following
which Congress registered
an FIR against him in Beng-
aluru. Despite all these ef-
forts made by Jarkiholi,
Hebbalkar won by a margin
of 56,106 votes.

Similarly, Jarkiholi had
taken the challenge of defea-
ting former deputy CM Lax-
man Savadi in Athani, who
had switched to Congress.
Though Jarkiholi attacked
Savadiduring campaigning,
Savadi remained silent ce
about the allegations and
taunts. However, BJP candi-
date Mahesh Kumathalli
lost by a margin of 76,122 vo-
tes against Savadi.

Likewise, another BJP
candidate Shrimant Patil al-
so lost miserably in Kaga-
wad assembly constituency
against Congress candidate
Raju Kage. Kage defeated
Shrimant Patil by a margin
of 8,827 votes.

According to political
analysts, it's the end of the
political road for Jarkiholi.
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‘Cobras’ will help ease
traffic issues in M'luru city

Times Mews MeETWORK

Mangaluru: The city police
inducted four Cobra two-
wheeler traffic patrol vehi-
cles, two each for Traffic East
and West police stations re-
spectively. This will help re-
duce the response time and
solve traffic issues, said city
police commissioner Kulde-
ep Kumar R Jain.

He told reporters that the
vehicles were launched on
Tuesday. These are dedicated
vehicles to address traffic is-
sues. The vehicle will have a
siren and mike setup. The po-
lice will rush to address any
traffic incident or accident.

“They will streamline par-
king and take action against
wrong parking by quickly put-
ting wheel clamps and so on.
We will concentrate on freeing
footpaths from hawkers. The
teams will be continuously on
rounds so that designated are-
as are better for movement.
They will play an important
role in managing VIP move-
ments or helping in creating a
ereen corridor for ambulance

TOH

READY FOR ACTION

movement,” he said.

Once the department
gets more vehicles, the faci-
lity will be extended to other
police stations in the city
and it is probably for the
first time that such a facility
is introduced in the citw
Traffic patrol vehicles were
flagged off by the city police
commissioner in the presen-
ceof DCP (vrime and traffic)
BP Dinesh Kumar, ACP traf-
fic subdivision Geetha Kul-
karniand other officials.

A few years ago, the Beng-
aluru traffic police launched
a special squad of policemen
named Cobra patrol teams
who would respond to traffic
congestion and road acci-
dents within 10-15 minutes.

Don’t want either of them
sulking: Sr Cong functionary

» Continued from page 1

()nﬂ- of the new options
they are discussing is
making Shivakumar the CM
Siddara-
maiah as the party president

and appointing
until the Lok Sabha elections.
“We are tryving to ensure
that there is a consensus be-
tween both factions and that
there is no heartburn among
the two communities the lead-
ers represent. Only then will
we make the announcement.
We don’t want either of them
to be sulking,” said another
party functionary Specula-
tionsarealsorife that the Con-
oress may even decide on a
full-fledged cabinet and an-
nounce the first set of minis-
ters'names in the same vein.
In the morning, the news
that Siddharamaiah had got
the nod led to farcical scenes in

Bengaluru. A fake letter from
the Karnataka government to
governor Thawar Chand Geh-
lot communicating about the
swearing-in ceremony on
Thursday also went viral.

While supporters setting
off fireworks, dancing and
sloganeering wasto be expect-
ed what was a surprise was
Kanteevara Stadium, the pur-
ported scene for the swearing
in, being readied for the event.

Bengaluru police and the
Department of Personnel and
Administrative Reforms
{DPAR) went into an overdrive.
*Our people got so excited that
the Bengaluru police, sports
department, and DPAR went
ahead to sanitise the stadium
and roll out the red carpet for
the swearing-in. Later; it was
realised that no decision was
taken, and the same was rolled
back,"” said an official.
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BJP to pursue strong Hindutva agenda ahead of LS polls

Sandeep.Moudgal
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: Karnataka BJF,
which has been under the
scanner for the last few days
after its dismal showing in
the May 10 elections, is expec-
ted to overhaul its state lea-
dership and pursue a strong
Hindutva agenda to revive
the party’s electoral pro-
spects for next year's Lok
Sabha polls. Political obser-
vers feel the party failed to
make an impact in the recent
assembly polls as it went soft
on the Hindutva ideology.
While the party will be lo-
oKing to accord equal impor-
tance to all major communi-

ties in the state, as part of its
rebuilding exercise, it is qui-
te likely that it will be using
the Hindutva agenda to sho-
re up its prospects at the hus-
tings.

Speaking to TOI, senior
RSS and BJP functionaries
said: “Until such time that a
mass leader emerges from
our ranks, which may take
another five to ten years, the
party is likely to persist with
its core ideology of Hindut-
va. This despite Karnataka
being adifficult stateforusto
have a single agenda.”

Given such a possible po-
licy reboot, BJP islooking to-
wards right-wing leaders
such as its national general

Villagers refuse to pay power bills

Koppal: Althoughitis not yet clear who will be the CM, people
inrural areas of Koppal are refusing to pay electricity bills. If
the bill collector comes, they are saying, “Ask the
Congressmen.” A video of awoman from Jamapura village in
Karatagi taluk saying, “l will not pay the electricity bill because
Congress has got majority,” has gone viral. Most villagers are
refusing to pay the bill. “Don't charge electricity bills for
residential houses inthe village. Charge only for commercial
meters,” some people warned the bill collector. Insome
places, the bill collector has been kicked out of the village. Tun

secretary CT Ravi, Union mi-
nister of state for agricultu-
re Shobha Karandlaje and
former energy minister V
Sunil Kumar. Speculations
are rife that Sunil Kumar,
whoisan Edigarepresenting

the OBCsandalsocloseto the
Sangh Parivar, may be the
preferred choice.

Sunil, however, dismis-
sed speculations and said he
was not in the race for the
party president’s post, reite-

rating that caste-based poli-
tics is not the true ideology
of the BJE

“We are already facing a
serious dearth of leaders in
the state unit. We need to
change our caste-based stan-
ce and remain true fto our
Hindu and Hindutva ideolo-
gies,” he said.

While the BJP has been
branded as aparty of Lingay-
ats and Brahmins, JD(S) has
projected itself as a Vokkali-
ga outfit. In contrast, Cong-
ress has emerged the biggest
beneficiary of caste politics
by keeping all communities
close to its fold. Givensuch a
political reality, BJP has co-
me torealise that its brand of

caste-based politics in Kar-
nataka canonly take it tanta-
lisingly close to the majority
mark, but never quite across
it, even though it may not
completely shed its caste
matrix that is woven into
Karnataka’s socio-political
fabric.

“The caste matrix will
continue to be at the core of
electoral success, we cannot
disregard it. For example, if
Basavaraj Bommai is elected
as opposition leader, then au-
tomatically we will have a le-
ader from the Vokkaliga
community to take the mant-
le [of state president],” said
BJP state general secretary
N Ravi Kumar.

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

False alert; B'luru Cops ru
to prepare for swearing-i

They Had Also
Made Security
Arrangements

Rajiv.Kalked@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru / Mysuru: Poli-
ce faced embarrassing mo-
ments on Wednesday after
they rushed to make prepa-
rations for the chief mini-
ster’s swearing-in ceremony
only torealise they had acted
on a false prompt. “The poli-
tical oscillation between CM
aspirants Siddaramaiah and
DK Shivakumar has been ta-
king a heavy toll onus. When
afew television channels an-
nounced that the Congress
high command in Delhi has
given the green signal to Sid-
daramaiah, we decided to
swing into action and make

T

OUR LEADER: Siddaramaiah's
fans pour milk on his cutout in
Siddarmanahundi on Wednesday

the swearing-in ceremony
smooth instead of allowing
it to become a last-minute lo-
gistical nightmare,” said a
senior police officer.

The officials rushed tothe
stadium, where Siddaramai-

ah had taken oath in 2013, to
make security arrange-
ments. Expecting a turnout
of over one lakh people. Cops
also came up with crowd-
control plans in caseof anun-
foreseen exigency as several
neighbouring state CMs are
expected to attend the event
(whenever it takes place).

In the meantime, a sec-
tion of Congress workers
landed at the stadium with
party flags and banners. “We
were told to soak the stadium
with Congress flags and Sid-
daramaiah’s posters. We
started working on the same
when the policemen told us
to stop and dismantle everyt-
hing,” said a party worker.

Premature celebrationsin
Siddaramaiah’s village
Celebrations continued,
however, for several hours
infront of Siddaramaiah’s

house in Mysuru district’s
Varuna constituency. So-
me of his supporters pou-
red milk on his cutout and
did ‘abhisheka’ in Siddara-
maiah’s village Siddara-
manahundi.

One of his supporters,
upset on learning about the
false alarm, said, “We hope
the high command will se-
lect Siddaramaiah for the co-
veted post. This is his last
election and he has also tou-
red the state at the age of 75.”

Meanwhile, police upped
security around Siddarama-
iah and Shivakumar’s resi-
dences. In Ramanagara dis-
trict’s Kanakapura where
Shivakumar won with a
thumping majority, senior
police officers decided to
continue deployment of
KSRP platoons.

With inputs from Shrinivasa M

20 with ‘Patil’ surname elected

Sangamesh.Menasinakai@timesgroup.com

Hubballi: Post-assembly polls, the ‘Pa-

til’ surname is suddenly innews and for
all the right reasons, as 20 of them have
been elected as MLAS.

Patil is a widely used surname in
Karnataka, Maharashtra,
even in Andhra Pradesh (AP). In Maha-
rashtra, Goa and AP Patils have been
village leaders. In North Karnataka,
they are fondly referred to as *‘Goudru’.
Thistime around, in the assembly polls,
87 candidates with the Patil surname
were in the fray and 20 of them won whi-

PATILS IN 16TH ASSEMBLY OF KARNATAKA
Channareddy Patil | Cong | Yadgir
Abhay Patil |BJP _ |BelagaviSouth | [ Sharanprakash Patil | Cong | Sedam
Babasaheb Patil | Cong | Kittur Allamprabhu Patil | Cong | Guibarga South
JTPatil|Cong |Bilgi Siddu Patil |BJP | Humnabad
Goa and BB ekl J0i5) | [ Beunra Hipparg] Shivara] Patil | BP | Raichur
5"'""‘3‘“:3'13 Cong g:;::aa';? Doddanagouda Patil | BIP | Kushtag
MB Patil [Cong | Babaleshwar HK Patil | Cong | Gadag
Basanagouda Patil [BJP [ Vijayapura City GS Patil | Cong | Ron
Yashavantaraygoud | Cong |Indi CCPatil |BIP | Nargund
Patil MR Patil |BJP | Kundgol
MY Patil | Cong | Afzalpur VS Patil | Cong | Yellapur

le 12 are from the Congress, seven from

BJP and one from JD(S).
Amaresh Nugadoni,

to look after the villages.
Patils are Lingavats,”

a storywri-
ter and retired professor of Kannada
University, Hampi, noted that ‘Patil’
was a post assigned by the British,
Peshwas and Nizams to local leaders
“Normally,
Nugadoni sa-
id. “However, there are exceptions as
we find the Patil surname among

Brahmins, Kurubas and the Maratha
communities as well,” he added.
“The Patil surname was conferred
upon upper castes and financially, they
were quite well-off. The British, Pesh-
was and Nizams used to give ‘inams’
and ‘jahagirs’ to village leaders. Hence,
the ‘Inamdar’ and ‘Jahagirdar’ surna-
mes were seen as parallel to Patils, who
would manage the panchayats astheru-

Party trying to ensure
there is consensus

»Continued from page 1

(']m:- of the new options
they are discussing is
making Shivakumar the
CM and appointing Sidda-
ramaiah as the party pres-
ident until the Lok Sabha
elections.

“We are trying to ensure
that there is a consensus be-
tween both factions and that
thereisnoheartburnamong
the two communities the
leadersrepresent. Only then
will we make the announce-
ment. We don’t want either
of them to be sulking,” said
another party functionary.

Speculations are also rife
that the Congress may even
decide on a full-fledged cabi-
net and announce the first set
of ministers’ names in the
same vein. In the morning,
thenewsthat Siddharamaiah
had got the nod led to farcical
scenes in Bengaluru.

A fake letter from the

Karnataka government to
governor Thawar Chand
Gehlot communicating
about the swearing-in cere-
mony on Thursday also
went viral.

While supporters setting
off fireworks, dancing and
sloganeering was to be ex-
pected what was a surprise
was Kanteevara Stadium,
the purported scene for the
swearing in, being readied
for the event.

Bengaluru police and the
Department of Personnel
and Administrative Re-
forms (DPAR) went into an
overdrive. “*Our people got
so excited that the Bengalu-
ru police, sports depart-
ment, and DPAR went ahead
to sanitise the stadium and
roll out the red carpet for the
swearing-in. Later, it was re-
alised that no decision was
taken, and the same was
rolled back,” said a govern-
ment official.

Man who tried to stop
fight stabbed to death

Kalaburagi: Aman whotried to break afight wasstabbed to
deathin Yadgirlateon Monday night. Thedeceased is Shrini-
vas, who used to sell food items on a push cart.

On Monday night, he had gone to a hotel to have dinner as
his wife had gone to her parents’ house. The hotel isnexttoa
wine shop. Customers of both the establishments had par-
ked their vehicles on the street. The wine shop owner could
not take his car out as it was blocked by some vehicles. He
went to the hotel and requested its owner to ask the custo-
mers to move the two wheelers parked behind his car.

A verbal elash ensued. After hearing the arguments, a la-
bourer named Mohammad Anaas walked out of the hotel
with a knife and started to attack the bar owner.

Shrinivasintervened inabidtostopthefight but the accused
stabbed him in a fit of rage. The victim died while being taken to
hospital. Yadagiri Police have filed the complaint against five
persons including the hotel owner Abdul Sattar and prime accu-
sed Mohammad Anaas. It is said that all the five are absconding.

Meanwhile, a BJP worker in Yadagiri town claimed that
the deceased was a BJP worker. tun

lers’ representatives,” he noted.

GS Patil, a four-time Congress MLA
from Ron who claimed that his family
had a 200-year history, said, “Our fore-
fathers were called ‘Policepatil’ and
they used to take care of the village.
When the ‘Policepatil’ post was quas-
hed after independence, we removed
the word ‘police’ and only retained ‘Pa-
til"as our surname,” he explained.

sh Ramesh wins on
n home turf, but his

acolytes don’t

Ravindra.Uppar
@timesgroup.com

Belagavi: Gokak MLA Ra-
mesh Jarkiholi has failed
to make any impact outside
his home
constituency
in the assem-
bly elections.
All the BJP

candidates

who had his

backing were
defeated miserably in their
respective constituencies.

This definitely raises agues-
tion on his leadership abili-
ties and portends the end of
his political career, too.

Jarkiholi has been cons-
tantly in the news for the
past four years, since the fac-
tion of legislatorsled by him
camped in Mumbai to topple
the JIXS)-Congress coali-
tion government. His war of
words with MLA Laxmi
Hebbalkar on the personal
level and ‘sex for job’ scandal
also kept him in the lime-
light. However, his failure in
ensuring the victory of his
followers in the elections
and BJP losing power in the
state has made him silent.

He had taken the chal-
lenge of getting the BJP can-
didates elected in Athani,
Kagawad and Belagavi Ru-
ral, where his close aides we-
re contesting. In fact, he had
put pressure on the BJP top
leadership to get them tick-
ets to contest the polls. More-
over, he made BJP's win in
all the three segments a pre-
stigious issue. “If we lose
any of these three seats, it
would be a big insult for us”,
he had stated during elec-
tion campaigning, but BJP
won none of them.

The seven-time MLA did
everything in his capacity to
tarnish the image of MLA
Laxmi Hebbalkar in Belaga-

The former minister
had taken the task
of ensuring the
victories of BJP
candidates in
Athani, Belagavi
Rural and Kagawad,
but none of them
could win

vi Rural constituency He
even attacked her personna-
Iy while speaking to the me-
dia and addressing public
gatherings.

He held many public me-
etings in Hebbalkar's consti-
tuency to gather public sup-
portinfavour of his follower
and BJP candidate Nagesh
Mannolkar. Amid this, a
controvery broke out when
Jarkiholi stated that he will
zive Rs6,000 to each voter be-
fore the elections following
which Congress registered
an FIR against him in Beng-
aluru. Despite all these ef-
forts made by Jarkiholi,
Hebbalkar won by a margin
of 56,106 votes.

Similarly, Jarkiholi had
taken the challenge of defea-
ting former deputy CM Lax-
man Savadi in Athani, who
had switched to Congress.
Though Jarkiholi attacked
Savadiduring campaigning,
Savadi remained silent ce
about the allegations and
taunts. However, BJP candi-
date Mahesh Kumathalli
lost by a margin of 76,122 vo-
tes against Savadi.

Likewise, another BJP
candidate Shrimant Patil al-

so lost miserably in Kaga- :

wad assembly constituency
against Congress candidate
Raju Kage. Kage defeated
Shrimant Patil by a margin
of 8,827 votes.

According to political
analysts, it's the end of the
political road for Jarkiholi.
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PROTECTING LANGUAGES: Linguist Anvita Abbi stressed on the
need to revive all endangered, lesser-known languages at a
meet at CIIL in Mysuru on Wednesday

‘Languages spoken by tribes
need to be documented’

S Ramesh | Tun

Mysuru: Linguist Anvita
Abbi, on Wednesday, stressed
the need for documentation
of languages spoken by mi-
nority communities to pre-
serve these languages for fu-
ture generations.

She wasspeaking the inau-
ouration of training works-
hop on documentation of
languages facing extinction
organised by the Central In-
stitute of Indian Languages
(CIIL) at its campus. She said,
“Efforts like proper research,
survey, data collection, field
work, analysis, archiving and
documentation are must for
conservation of languages
that are facing danger.”

“Though India is known
for its linguistic diversity, few
of them are facing threat. So-
me are spoken only at home,
while some languages have
become dormant without pro-
per documentation,” she said.

“There is an urgent need
for documentation of all en-
dangered languages spoken
by Onge, Jarawa tribes of Gre-
at Andamanese, which is one
of the oldest languages in the
world,” she said.

“Language is an effective
communication, there were
instances of thousands of the-
se tribes who saved their lives
when they were fishing when
a Tsunami struck the seasho-
res of Andaman Nicobar Is-
lands a few yvears ago. Likewi-
se, there are several endange-
red languages like Halbi in
Bastar region of Chhattis-
carh, Sadari Jharkhand,
north-eastern states langua-
geslike Chokri, Kheza, Sanga-

tan and Tenivada.

“As documentation helps
for revival of allendangered,
lesser-known languages, in-
cluding spoken by numeri-
cally small communities,
there is an urgent need for
such documentation which
also throw light about past
history, glory and the vibrant
culture existed in their co-
untry,” she said.

As several indigenous
languages have become ex-
tinct across the world witho-
ut proper documentation, a
proper plan and solution is
needed for revival of such
languages, Abbisaid.

Highlighting the role of re-
searchers involved in such do-
cumentation undertaken by
CIIL, shesaid, “ The documen-
tation of minority languages
always gives satisfaction for
researchers for conserving vi-
brant culture, besides safegu-
arding the individual speech
of such communities as well
as through much light upon
the history of the country.”

CIIL director Shailendra
Mohan said the nation is a
multilingual country with
the presence of 22 scheduled
and 100 non-scheduled langu-
agesand 270 mother tongues.
Still there are many langua-
ges which are spoken by less
than 10,000 people. There is
an urgent need to document,
describe, prepare dictionari-
es, grammar and other tea-
ching and learning resour-
ces for the development of
these languages, he said.

Linguists Umarani Pap-
puswamy, Narayan Choud-
hary and Sujoy Sarkar were
present.
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